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Dear Sir or Madam,

Our four-part series “People – Spaces – Emotions” deals with public space, its diversity and the 
diff erent uses for it. After the expert interviews on the “Importance and Use of Outdoor Spaces”, 
“Urban Public Spaces” and “Outdoor Space in the Context of Architecture”, we highlight the 
“Outdoor Spaces of Modern Working Worlds” in this issue. We wrote in detail about outdoor 
space requirements and their importance to employees with Michael Frey of Schmelzle+Partner 
Architekten MBB ARCHITEKTEN BDA – an offi  ce with a focus on industrial, commercial and 
administrative buildings.  

Improvement of the quality of public life during the day and at night was the main concern of the 
Dutch municipality Zandvoort aan Zee, which, as the oldest seaside resort in the country, has up 
to 5 million daily visitors. In the course of the successful revitalisation of the public space between 
the train station and the beach, the expressive ARINI lighting system from Hess creates sensational 
accents along the route frequented by tourists. In our reference report, you will learn more about 
this new highlight on the Dutch seafront. 

The city of Villingen-Schwenningen is playing a pioneering role in Germany with the complete 
conversion of its outdoor lighting to LED. Within two years, a total of 13,400 light sources will be 
completely converted to LEDs – with Hess as a strong partner. According to the Federal Ministry for 
the Environment, it is the largest project in Germany in relation to the short implementation time. 
We spoke with Kai-Uwe Huonker, Head of Energy Services at the Stadtwerke Villingen-Schwenningen 
GmbH, about the LED conversion and street lighting in general. 

These and many more exciting topics can be found on the following pages. 

We hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!

With best regards,

Hess GmbH Licht + Form 
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Project: Biarritz (FR)
Luminaires: Hess, Model VILLAGE

Oliver W. Schwarzmann, Economic poet

    IT IS THE RAYS OF A LIGHT  THAT 

         SHOW THE BEAU TY OF A PLACE.
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Neugestaltung mit moderner Bike- und  

Skateanlage   

Nach einer umfangreichen Sanierung  

erstrahlt der größte innerstädtische Platz 

Bielefelds mit einer Gesamtfläche von gut 

zwei Hektar in neuem Glanz: Der einstige 

Parkplatz und Busbahnhof, auf dem bereits 

in den 1990er Jahren ein Skatepark eröffnet  

worden ist, präsentiert sich heute als  

attraktiver Stadtplatz mit hohem Grünanteil 

und vielseitigen Nutzungsmöglichkeiten. 

Kesselbrink Bielefeld: 

Multifunktionaler Platz mit Charakter

Effektbeleuchtung für den Platz, gleichmäßiges Licht für die Gehwege: Das anspruchsvolle 

Lichtkonzept für den Kesselbrink konnten die Planer mit der individuell konfigurierbaren  

Säulenleuchte CITY ELEMENTS von Hess perfekt umsetzen. 

Absolutes Highlight ist der moderne Bike- und 

Skatepark, der aus der bereits vorhandenen 

Anlage hervorgegangen ist. Mit einer Gesamt-

fläche von 3.200 Quadratmetern gehört er zu 

den größten innerstädtischen Skateanlagen 

Deutschlands.  

Hess – Kesselbrink Bielefeld (D) | Referenzprojekt
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Das Kultur- und Freizeitviertel Darling Harbour 

in Sydney ist nur ein Steinwurf vom Stadt-

zentrum der Millionenmetropole entfernt 

und bietet mit Hotels, Restaurants, Cafés,  

Shoppingcentern, Museen und attraktiven 

Freiflächen vielfältige Erholungs- und Unter-

haltungsmöglichkeiten. 

Mit dem neu errichteten Kongress- und  

Veranstaltungszentrum ICC entlang des  

Darling Harbour Boulevard will sich das  

Viertel als Weltklasse-Veranstaltungs- 

destination und kulturelles Herz von  

Sydney etablieren. 

Maßstäbe vor Ort setzt die derzeit größte  

multifunktionale und smarte Außenbe- 

leuchtungsanlage in ganz Australien – mit 

sondergefertigten und multifunktionalen  

CITY ELEMENTS 230 Säulenleuchten von Hess. 

Neuer Hotspot in Sydney (AU): 

Darling Harbour

Hess – Darling Harbour in Sydney (AU) | Referenzprojekt
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Prof. Hinnerk Wehberg und Wolfgang Betz 
über urbane öff entliche Räume

Q2

Geschichte als Ausgangpunkt der städte- 
baulichen Gestaltung 

Brücke zwischen Vergangenheit und Zukunft   Weiße Gebäude, bogenförmige Arkaden, 
Loggias und Durchgänge, einladende Plätze 
und ausgefallene Kunstwerke: Das vom 
Künstler Michel Huisman entworfene Viertel 
Maankwartier versteht sich als Hommage an 
die Vergangenheit der in der niederländischen 
Provinz Limburg gelegenen Stadt Heerlen. 

Die gestalterischen Einflüsse reichen von der 
vom späten 19. Jahrhundert bis in die 1970er 
Jahre vorherrschenden Bergbauindustrie in 
unmittelbarer Nähe des Bahnhofs bis hin zu 
den römischen Anfängen der Stadt zurück. 

Sie kommen unter anderem in markanten  
bogenförmigen Fenstern, Türen und Toren  
der wie Fabrikgebäude anmutenden Wohn- 
und Geschäftshäuser zum Ausdruck und  
geben dem neu gestalteten Viertel einen  
unverwechselbaren Charakter.

Maankwartier – die neue Visitenkarte von Heerlen (NL)Das gerade neu entstehende und bereits in Teilen realisierte neue Maankwartier in 

Heerlen gilt in den Niederlanden als eines der größten regionalen Infrastrukturprojekte 

der vergangenen 5 Jahre. 
Seine attraktive Gestaltung greift mit einem gelungenen Zusammenspiel aus Kunst 

und Architektur und mit einer eigens gefertigten Leuchte auf Basis des Modells 

VILLAGE von Hess prägende Epochen der Stadtgeschichte auf einzigartige Weise auf. 

Hess – Maankwartier Heerlen (NL) | Referenzprojekt
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Malerisch an der niederländischen Westküste gelegen, ist die Gemeinde Zandvoort aan Zee (Provinz Nordholland) als „Amsterdam  Beach“ in aller Munde  – ein Spitzname, der auf den herrlichen weißen Sandstrand sowie auf die knapp eine halbe Stunde entfernte und per Bahnstrecke hervorragend angebun-dene Metropole Amsterdam anspielt. 
Der älteste Badeort der Niederlande ist über das ganze Jahr hinweg bei Besuchern und  Familien, insbesondere aus der Hauptstadt-region, äußerst beliebt. 

Viele reisen mit der Bahn an und verbringen ihre Urlaubstage oder kurze Auszeiten am weitläufigen Nordseestrand, der nur 200  Meter vom Bahnhof entfernt ist. 
Damit der Aufenthalt für die mit der Bahn anreisenden Gäste von Beginn an zu einem besonderen Erlebnis wird, hat die Gemeinde jüngst damit begonnen, die Strecke zwischen Bahnhof und Strand neu zu gestalten, zu  begrünen und zu beleuchten. Für Aufsehen erregende Akzente bei Tag und bei Nacht  sorgen attraktive ARINI-Leuchten von Hess in unterschiedlichen Ausführungen. 

Zandvoort (NL): Badeparadies vor den Toren Amsterdams  

Hess – Zandvoort (NL) | Referenzprojekt
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Expert interview with SCHMELZLE+PARTNER ARCHITEKTEN
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Outdoor spaces of modern 
working worlds 

Topic series | “People – Spaces – Emotions”

In our topic series “People – Spaces – 
Emotions”, the focus is on public space. 
Its diversity and importance, as well as the 
diff erent aspects of its use, are the thematic 
priorities that we are concerning ourselves 
within this year’s Lightletter editions. 

For this, we interviewed high-calibre experts 
on a variety of topics: 

Edition 1 

Importance and Use of Outdoor Spaces
Prof. Tobias Wallisser (LAVA)  

Edition 2

Urban Public Spaces
Prof. Hinnerk Wehberg and Wolfgang Betz 
(WES LandschaftsArchitektur)

Edition 3 
Outdoor Space in the Context of Architecture
Prof. Eckhard Gerber (Gerber Architekten)

The conclusion of our four-part series is an 
interview with Michael Frey of Schmelzle+
Partner Architekten MBB ARCHITEKTEN BDA, 
in which we discuss the exterior spaces of 
modern work and production facilities.  

Digital age revolutionising work organisation 

The rapid advance of digital technologies 
is currently bringing about profound changes
in our day-to-day social lives. Mobile 
internet and widespread broadband enables 
networked communication, which increasingly 
takes place on smartphones, tablets and 
notebooks, almost constantly and everywhere.

This technological progress has also aff ected 
the world of work: Due to digital networking, 
traditional employment and attendance times 
in terms of an eight-hour day are losing their 
importance. 

Instead, decentralised forms of work, 
independent of time and location, prevail.
These forms of work are triggering a 
fundamental reordering of organizational
structures, work processes and work 
environments in enterprises. 

Campus-like courtyards with green areas and seating platforms form the heart of the ‘Sunyard’ offi  ce complex in Munich.

The offi  ce of the future is characterised by diff erent zones that off er space for communication and spontaneous 
meetings as well as opportunities for retreat.

New offi  ce and design concepts in demand

In order to cope with these changing work 
situations, urban planners, architects and 
industrial builders need to develop new 
architectural concepts for space and design. 
Flexible working environments are geared 
towards communication and cooperation. 
They focus on employees and an attractive 
work environment that promotes creativity 
and well-being. 

In 2016, the “Working Spaces 2025” study of 
the Pragma Institute for Empirical Strategy
Research in Reutlingen, addressed the 
question of what the offi  ce of the future will 
look like. 

“It becomes important for companies to off er
their employees open offi  ce landscapes
with opportunities for retreat as well as 
fl exible options for meetings. Classic 
individual offi  ces then belong to the past, 
just like the open-plan offi  ce, because
they do not create the spatial dynamics 
required by collaboration that is more 
intensive, spontaneous and project-driven”, 
were the fi ndings. 

Responding to e-mails in the cafeteria, 
holding meetings outdoors   

Many companies have recognised the need 
for multifunctional workplace design and, 
when moving to a new business location, 
create diff erent areas such as project and 
creative space, meeting points and silent 

Prof. Tobias Wallisser über die Wichtigkeit von Außenräumen

EXPERTENINTERVIEW

Prof. Hinnerk Wehberg und Wolfgang Betz 

über urbane öff entliche RäumeProf. Hinnerk Wehberg und Wolfgang Betz EXPERTENINTERVIEW
EXPERTENINTERVIEW

Prof. Eckhard Gerber: 
Außenraum im Kontext 
zur Architektur

EXPERTENINTERVIEW

Brochure “Simply green and good! The FirmenGärten“ ,

foundation DIE GRÜNE STADT 

“Designed open spaces in and around company buildings are 

of great importance as social meeting places for employees, 

facilitating a positive work atmosphere.” 

boxes that support intensive exchange or 
concentrated work. Additional common areas 
such as a cafeteria, a lounge, roof terraces 
and courtyards make it possible to choose a 
workplace as needed and are also an 
expression of a work and corporate culture 
characterised by openness. 

“Companies need to adapt to these 
requirements in order to remain attractive 
and thus be among the employers that fi nd 
and retain good professionals and 
specialists”, says Dr. Jörg Kelter from 
the Fraunhofer Institute for Industrial 
Engineering (IAO) in Stuttgart. The researcher 
is studying topics including digitalisation 
and its eff ects on workplace design and 
supporting companies in the development 
of modern work and offi  ce environments. 

Inviting open spaces are becoming more 
important   

There are also high design requirements 
for the outdoor facilities of corporate and 
administrative locations. Attractive views 
into greenery, terraces and park-like seating
areas make it possible to experience 
closeness to nature and off er the opportunity
to spend break time outside as well hold 
meetings outdoors. 

Open spaces, in which selected design 
elements such as plants, water, wood and 
stone complement each other, not only have 
a positive eff ect on employees with their 
comfortable atmosphere but also represent 
the corporate philosophy and identity and 
serve as a “green business card”.     

Flowing transitions from inside to outside: Open structures make it possible to work almost anywhere – such as in 
this case at Facebook in Silicon Valley.

9.8
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Steff en Schrägle

People – Spaces – Emotions | The exterior of modern work and production facilities

SCHMELZLE+PARTNER MBB ARCHITEKTEN 
BDA is an architectural offi  ce with some 
50 employees specializing in industrial, 
commercial and administrative construc-
tion. Founded in its present form in 1995, 
the offi  ce based in Hallwangen (Dorn-
stetten, Baden-Württemberg) is managed 
by Siegfried Schmelzle (1) and three other 
partners – Claus Matt (2), Michael Frey (3)
and Peter Gärtner (4). 

Our dialogue partner Michael Frey studied 
architecture in Stuttgart and has been 
working at SCHMELZLE+PARTNER MBB 
ARCHITEKTEN BDA since 1996. In 2007 he 
became a partner of the offi  ce.  

The offi  ce works together on projects in 
a collaborative manner. The team of 
experienced architects, interior designers 
and engineers is committed to aesthetics, 
functionality and cost-eff ectiveness. Its 
drafts feature an eye for perfect detail and 
timeless design. 

The clients of the offi  ce include renowned 
national and international companies 
that are among the global market leaders 
in their industries. The high structural 
and design quality of the buildings drafted
by SCHMELZLE+PARTNER MBB ARCHITEKTEN
BDA has been recognised with well-known 
architectural prizes.  

This year the offi  ce was honoured for the 
expansion of the headquarters of Vector
Informatik in Stuttgart with the DGNB 
(German Sustainable Building Council) 
diamond for outstanding architecture 
with special design and cultural quality.
The client itself was awarded with the 
DGNB certifi cate in platinum. 

Website: www.schmelzle.de

EXPERT INTERVIEW

Michael Frey: 
The exterior of modern work 
and production facilities

1

3 4

2

DGNB Diamant
Auszeichnung für herausragende
gestalterische und baukulturelle Qualität

Eine Initiative von 

Bauherr

Vector Informatik GmbH

Kommission für das Projekt

Martin Haas
Dr. Fred Gresens
Elke Reichel

Barbara Ettinger-Brinckmann
BAK Präsidentin

Aussteller

DGNB GmbH
Tübinger Straße 43
70178 Stuttgart

Ausgestellt am

24.09.2017

Architekt

SCHMELZLE+PARTNER

Standort

Holderäckerstraße 36
70499 Stuttgart

Neubau Vector Zentrale

Das Gebäude

Neubau Vector Zentrale erhält die Auszeichnung

DGNB Diamant
für herausragende gestalterische und baukulturelle Qualität.

Die Anerkennung ist das Ergebnis der Bewertung durch einen unabhängigen Beirat für Gestaltungsqualität,
dessen Mitglieder von der DGNB und den Architektenkammern berufen werden.

Das Verfahren wird fachlich durch den Bund Deutscher Architekten begleitet.

Das Bewertungsgsverfahren ist ausschließlich DGNB zertiizierten Objekten mit DGNB Gold- bzw. DGNB Platin Zertiikat
vorbehalten und wird ergänzend zur DGNB Zertiizierung in einem gesonderten Prozess angeboten.

Mit der Bewertung der gestalterischen und baukulturellen Qualität folgt die DGNB dem Anspruch,
nachhaltiges Bauen ganzheitlich abzubilden und architektonische Qualität und Langlebigkeit von Gebäuden zu fördern.

Bewertungskriterien

Deutsche Gesellschaft für  
Nachaltiges Bauen - DGNB e.V.

Bundesarchitektenkammer e.V.

Martin Haas
DGNB Vize-Präsident

Angemessenheit:
Kontext:
Gestalt: 
Grundriss:

Maßstäblichkeit / Einbindung, Umsetzung / Konstruktion, Beständigkeit / Zeitlosigkeit
Städtebauliche Einbindung, Erschließung, Umgang mit Freilächen 
Proportion / Komposition, Gesamtanmutung, Materialität / Farbgebung, Detaillierung
Grundrissgestaltung, Innenraumgestaltung, Blickbeziehungen / Orientierung,
Raumanordnung und -bezüge

11.10
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People – Spaces – Emotions | The exterior of modern work and production facilities

The world of work is currently undergoing 
a profound transformation, particularly 
through digitalisation. What signifi cant 
changes have you observed in your recent 
projects of industrial and administrative 
buildings?  

Frey: People do not work exclusively in the 
offi  ce any longer, but in the entire working 
world. The classical processes are virtually 
no longer existent. Today it is more important
than ever that employees feel comfortable
in their work environment and can work 
anywhere. And they can do so because they 
are no longer bound by fi xed computers and 
phones.

I recently talked to an IT company planning 
a large administration building. There, only 
mobile devices are being planned. Everything 
will be digitised so that the employees can 
work anywhere, no matter where they are.

Thus, large meeting rooms that have to be 
reserved are hardly necessary. Today, 
meetings take place more spontaneously. 
Also, because experience has shown, that 
the results of scheduled meetings are not as 
creative as those of spontaneous meetings.

Some of them are already being implemented.
We have already built similar buildings. 
There are very innovative industries, such 
as advertising agencies and IT companies, 
that are picking up on these developments 
very quickly. But the change in the working 
environment is also relevant in traditional 
mechanical engineering and other sectors.

The well-known solid construction does not 
exist any more. Today, the administration 
can also be placed in a steel hall. Today, 
everything should be open. 

As necessary, the employees should be able 
to retire to more private areas. And also, as 
necessary, doors should be lockable – but in 
most companies, the doors remain open. 

Spacious, transparent and directly connected to the outdoor spaces – this is how the Vector Informatik cafeteria invites you to relax.

Our interviewee: Michael Frey

What does that mean specifi cally for the 
design of industrial and administrative 
buildings? 

Frey: That‘s easy – it means maximum 
fl exibility. In other words, planning fi re 
compartments as large as possible and as 
few solid walls as possible, as well as 
building as few supports as possible. It is 
important to reduce everything down to the 
necessary facilities, e.g. escape staircases 
or central points, such as toilets and social 
areas that cannot be moved.

As a specialist in industrial and administ-
rative buildings, you give (new) company 
headquarters an unmistakable touch. What 
are the key principles that your designs are 
based on?   

Frey: We analyse exactly what the client 
wants. This is very constructive, because we 
then see eye to eye with the client. We see 
cooperation as a partnership that both sides 
can benefi t from. In addition, it is important 
to lay down the specifi cations together and 
discuss the philosophy of the company.  

Digitisation is a crucial issue. Therefore, it 
is incredibly important to create the 
corresponding infrastructures.  

What new requirements for work environ-
ments arise from these changes? 

Frey: This development has a signifi cant 
impact on architecture. As architects, we are 
challenged to rethink and reshape the offi  ce 
landscapes as well as cafeterias and meeting 
rooms.

There is a lot of change happening here – 
both in terms of working hours as well as 
the overall working environment. The Anglo-
American area is decisive. 

Example from California: Big corporations 
like Google, Facebook or Apple, have already 
built new innovative administration buildings 
here. These innovative concepts will also 
ultimately prevail in Germany and become 
state-of-the-art.

At the same time, it is important to create 
large multifunctional areas that may be, 
ideally, converted from individual offi  ces to 
open space offi  ces and vice versa at any time.

The requirements for the working 
environment are constantly changing. 
Take, for example, a team of 20 employees 
that doubles in a short time. It would be 
necessary to remove walls to create offi  ce 
space for 40 people in one go. On the other 
hand, if frequent telephone calls are 
necessary or if there is a need for non-
public meetings, then walls must be installed 
in offi  ce spaces at short notice.

That is the challenge for architecture: to 
create spaces with as few solid walls as 
possible and with correspondingly fl exible 
technology.

Moreover, as already mentioned, we have 
to break away from fi xed installations 
and cabling and work with systems that 
communicate via radio. These are the design 
challenges in industrial and administrative 
buildings that we are confronted with – now 
and in future.

Once these things have been defi ned, the 
basis for further action is laid. We construct
the buildings strictly according to the 
requirements specifi ed by the client.

We strive for well-thought-out solutions so 
that the operating procedures run optimally
and the construction is in line with the 
philosophy of the company.

Amongst all the projects we oversee, there 
are always many individual solutions that 
focus on the corporate identity. Many 
projects are completely aligned with the 
company philosophy, i.e. “customised”.

We do not think in terms of certain style 
elements, such as a white façade, for 
example. We proceed very individually, both 
in terms of building design as well as the 
implementation of structural requirements. 
It may very well be that with one client, a 
solid building with a clay brick façade is 
suitable, but in other cases, an aluminium 
façade fi ts better. We treat each construction
project very individually. In doing so, the 
corporate identity is not adopted exactly, 
rather we try to reinterpret it.

“We do not think in terms of 
certain style elements.”

“The well-known solid 
construction does not exist 

any more.”

Steff en Schrägle

Roland Halbe

Staircase at Vector Informatik.

Enea GmbH

Variable room layout: Flexible walls (marked in red) guarantee a demand-oriented use. The direct connection to outdoor 
spaces off ers high comfort and a pleasant working environment.

13.12
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People – Spaces – Emotions | The exterior of modern work and production facilities

The previous buildings are characterised by lots of clay bricks and little glass. The new building reverses the  
proportions and reinterprets the look.

The slanted supports eliminate further bracings.

Speaking of corporate identity, to what  
extent does the philosophy or corporate 
identity of a company flow into your design 
concepts?

Frey: During the first talks, we absorb the 
philosophy and the spirit of a company. 
We quickly get to know how people think 
– whether they are open, whether they are 
transparent. We also look, for example, at 
how a company presents itself at trade fairs 
and on the internet.

We take the company DNA and transform it 
into architecture. This manifests itself in a 
lot or a little transparency, in a lot or little 
glass and/or in transparent or mirrored  
glass. Part of this analysis goes all the 
way to the letterhead. We try to pick up  
on special features and implement them  
architecturally.

Thus, modern buildings can stand next 
to some very old buildings, without being  
visually disturbing – rather, they complement 
each other.

The DNA of a company must be felt in the  
architecture when entering the building.  
Implementing this is what makes  
architecture art.  

Do you have leeway when a client comes to 
you with precisely defined specifications? 

Frey: Let‘s take the administration  
building for the company Vector in Stuttgart.  
Vector has used clay bricks as a  
characterising façade element for 25  
years. All Vector buildings around the  
world have these brown clay bricks.

We reduced the amount of clay bricks and  
increased the glass surface area. Previous 
buildings are characterized by a perforated 
frontage with lots of clay bricks and little 
glass. The new building has few bricks and 
lots of glass.

Although the buildings are close to each other 
and sometimes even directly connected, they 
have the same look. They are still Vector  
buildings.

How important for you, is the interaction  
between functionality and aesthetics?  

Frey: Functionality is the main criterion. The 
buildings have to serve their function. For the 
client, an administration building must be  
functional throughout and well-thought-
out. In a second step, we concentrate on  
aesthetics, but also functionality. We make 
suggestions and offer different variants  
based on our own aesthetic perception.

We are very cubical, but also timeless and 
down-to-earth. As a result, we often meet the 
taste and philosophy of our client in the first 

draft. The balances of proportions, length and 
width ratios are very important and we pay 
special attention to this.

However, one key aspect in terms of quality 
are the details – and we are developing a lot of 
details that don‘t really exist yet.

These are quite often very innovative details, 
such as façades that can open to ensure  
natural ventilation. We attach great impor- 
tance to details and aesthetic aspects.
  

You were just talking about the quality of  
a building. How do you define quality?   

Frey: This does not necessarily have to 
do with materials, but with an intelligent  
combination of components. We almost  
always use industry-standard components. 

They can be put together relatively easily.  
In doing so, we think about the potential 
in these standard components and how 
they can be transformed into detailed  
solutions. The aim is to use the details of  
these standard components to create high 
quality and aesthetics. 

Our office building has a similar structure: It 
is a completely ordinary steel construction. 
A special feature are the slanted supports, 
which eliminate further bracings. 

By featuring lots of glass, Vector Informatik’s foyer is presented in a transparent and welcoming way.

This is a starting point for how something  
individual can be designed without  
additional costs. In short: It is possible to  
create something special with standard  
components, without breaking the budget. 

“The balances of proportions, 
length and width ratios are 
very important and we pay 
special attention to this.”

“During the first talks, we absorb the 
philosophy and the spirit of a company.”

SCHMELZLE+PARTNER

Roland Halbe

Roland Halbe
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People – Spaces – Emotions | The exterior of modern work and production facilities

Green outdoor recreation areas are a win 
for any business. What is the signifi cance 
of these areas, especially for newly planned 
projects in the industrial sector?  

Frey: Green areas are extremely important 
today. This has a lot to do with the above-
mentioned transformation in the world of 
work, the ability to work and do everywhere. 
Personally, I also like to work via WLAN on 
the terrace, with lots of greenery and water 
around me.

I like to go out with my colleagues in the 
summer, do a brainstorming together, and 
then document it on a tablet. And if the 
weather is good, I like to spend my lunch 
break outside.

This brings us back to the fi rst question and 
to the keyword “digitisation”: Employees no 
longer want to work exclusively in the offi  ce, 
but in a variety of places that best suit the 
situation and the task.

Which demands on the exterior design are 
“up-to-date”? 

Frey: The exterior design must be 
multifunctional and perfectly technically 
equipped. In order to be able to use these
outdoor spaces without a hitch, all the 
media that are available in the building are 
also needed outdoors. This is no problem 
thanks to WLAN. 

And there is always something going on in 
companies that use their courtyard for events 
or parties for their employees. This means 
that, for example, a power supply or sound 
equipment are needed.

Another important aspect is the lighting: In 
an environment with a lot of greenery, water,
hedges, sheltered areas, loggias and 
pergolas, light naturally provides security 
but also attractive accents.

Lighting, electricity, WLAN, cameras, 
speakers: Ideally, you have a design object 
in which all these functions and 
requirements are housed. This design 
object could, for example, be a luminaire.

Can you give an example of a particularly 
successful and attractive open space design 
in a company headquarters?   

Frey: Even a very recent one: the headquarters
of Vector Informatik in Stuttgart. The client
had demanding design requirements – for
the building, for the courtyard and for 
the outdoor facilities. 

We built in an industrial area, on a plot of 
land where a former factory building stood.

A natural environment should be created
for the employees where they feel 
comfortable and can sit outdoors. Enzo 
Enea from Switzerland, was our partner 
for landscape architecture. 

Where an industrial hall used to stand, a 
forest now stands – with pines up to 
17 metres high. The fl oor is modelled on a 
natural forest fl oor and we planted herbs to 
create a pleasant fragrance. With success 
– the green area is very well received by 
the employees.

A natural environment should be created 
for the employees where they feel comfortable 

and can sit outdoors.

Outdoor area of Vector Informatik. 17.16 17.16
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People – Spaces – Emotions | The exterior of modern work and production facilities

The lighting makes a signifi cant contribution 
to the high-quality of stay and well-being – 
not only in urban areas, but also in company
headquarters. What role does outdoor 
lighting play in your projects?   

Frey: Outdoor lighting plays a prominent 
role as it has a representative character for 
a company‘s buildings. In addition to the 
daytime eff ect, the nighttime eff ect of a 
building is also very important. The design 
of the lights is important by day, the light 
they generate by night.

We prefer simple, rather restrained 
luminaires. We also like to use „low“ 
lighting in the form of bollards. Moreover, 
we illuminate plants in such a way that you 
perceive the light, but do not exactly know 
where it comes from. This is a very beautiful
eff ect and the greenery usually appears 
very delicate due to the lighting.

We often use dark paint fi nishes for the 
luminaires, making them less noticeable. 
On the other hand, we prefer light shades 
when we want to set conscious accents with 
the luminaires. 

Especially in outdoor areas, multifunctional 
luminaires that can do more than just give 
off  light are increasingly in demand. Do such 
luminaires play a role in your projects?   

Frey: In the future, it will be increasingly 
important for outdoor luminaires to fulfi l 
a number of functions. They must cover a 
variety of utility services, such as car or 
e-bike charging station, outdoor WLAN 
coverage or make power and water supply 
possible. Ideally, these additional options 
are unobtrusively integrated into the 
luminaire.

I assume that such multifunctional lighting 
systems will become standard in three or four 
years, since they off er a high added value, 
especially for exterior designs.

Thanks for the interview, 
Mr. Frey.

The Vector administration building was 
audited according to the DGNB (German 
Sustainable Building Council) standards 
and was awarded this year for the high 
quality of construction. 

The client received a platinum award for 
this achievement. In addition, it was judged 
in terms of architectural quality by a 
specialised commission and received the 
“Diamond” award.

This is only the second diamond award 
worldwide and the fi rst ever diamond award 
in combination with the platinum award. 
According to DGNB, the Vector IT campus is 
the most sustainable building in the world.

What goals did you pursue in this attractive 
exterior design? 

Frey: The high-quality exterior design was 
very important to the client who wished to 
create an optimal working environment. The 
main criterion in the design of the outdoor 
area was the user comfort. 

The guiding principle was to off er employees 
the best possible working environment and 
to attract potential new employees. The 
employees should feel comfortable and have 
fun at work. Health aspects also play an 
important role in sustainability, i.e. low-
emission construction. 

We took measurements of the air conditions 
in the new Vector building and proved that 
the air is completely free of pollutants. When 
the employees come to work, they know that 
the air they inhale is healthy and unpolluted.

The courtyard provides a perfect setting to work and take breaks outside when the weather is nice.

The roof was also included in the outdoor space and 
provide an opportunity to retire to a private place.

There is also a 1,800 m² courtyard with a 
campus character. It is surrounded by the 
previously existing buildings as well as the 
new one. Its special feature: This courtyard 
– a park with 6-metre-high trees – is laid out 
on a concrete underground car park.  

Customers, guests and employees of Vector Informatik will be welcomed in a pleasant ambience.

“Outdoor lighting plays 
a prominent role as it has a 
representative character for 

a company’s buildings.”

In the courtyard, the employees can linger, 
eat and relax. The area has around 300 seats 
and has direct access to the cafeteria. This 
past summer, a party with over 2,000 people
was held. 

In addition to the courtyard, roof terraces
were created as common areas on an 
industrial roof. There are even trees on the 
roof terraces. Thus, the outdoor area includes 
not only on the ground, but also the roof.

Steff en Schrägle
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Picturesquely located on the Dutch west 
coast, the municipality of Zandvoort aan Zee 
(North Holland) is referred to by everyone as  
“Amsterdam Beach” – a nickname that alludes 
to the beautiful white sandy beach as well as 
the metropolis of Amsterdam, which is just 
half an hour away and can be easily reached 
by rail. 

The Netherlands‘ oldest seaside resort is  
extremely popular with visitors and families 
throughout the year, especially those from  
the capital region. Many travel by train and 

spend their holidays or short breaks on the 
extensive North Sea beach, which is only 200 
meters from the train station. 

In order to make the stay for passengers  
arriving by train a very special experience 
from the very beginning, the municipality has 
recently begun to redesign, landscape and 
illuminate the route between the station and 
the beach. Attractive ARINI luminaires from 
Hess, in different designs, ensure sensational 
accents both by day and night. 

Zandvoort (NL): Bathing paradise 
at the gates of Amsterdam   

21.20



Hess – Referenzbericht
Lightletter Q4|17Hess – Zandvoort (NL) | Reference project

New calling card for a resort rich in tradition

Guests are to feel comfortable and welcome 
upon arrival 

The redevelopment of the route heavily 
frequented by tourists is integrated into the 
overall urban development project “Entree 
Zandvoort”. The guiding principle of the 
comprehensive revitalization is the 
strengthening of the identity of Zandvoort, 
as well as improving the quality of life in the 
public area between the train station and 
the beach in order to make it come alive for 
visitors as a place to meet, linger and stroll. 

One of the fi rst and central building blocks 
of the project is the station forecourt and 
its connection, via the pedestrian walkway 
“Koper Passerel”, to the neighbouring 
Palace area, all important stations on the 
way to the beach boulevard.

“We want the visitors, who are primarily from 
Amsterdam, to enjoy all the beauty of the 
coast. For the city, Zandvoort is the seaside 
resort best reached by public transport. 

The upgrading of the station environment 
is to contribute to a good fi rst impression of 
Zandvoort”, says deputy district governor of 
the province of North Holland Joke Geldhof, 
summing up. 

The sand sculpture made of yellow granite is the central eye-catcher on the plaza.

Historical images, along the Koper Passerel, document 
the bathing culture of the location.

The newly designed station forecourt is spacious and inviting. The expressive ARINI light system provides accents day and night.

Design of open space focuses on attention-
grabbing details 

The landscape architectural design for 
the station forecourt and the “Koper 
Passerel” was created by the planning offi  ce 
MTD landscape architects from `s-Hertogen-
bosch. Based on the spatial conditions and 
the history of the location, it was possible 
to give the station forecourt and the “Koper 
Passerel” a strong local presence. 

“The starting point for the considerations was 
focusing on the “DNA” of the seaside resort of 
Zandvoort. For example, a special sand and 
water sculpture of yellow granite was crea-

ted in the form of an oversized sandcastle, 
which today adorns the centre of the station
forecourt”, says designer Lisan van der 
Wielen of MTD landscape architects. 

“The sculpture is a point of 
attraction on the plaza, 

encouraging people to linger.”

“The sculpture is a point of attraction on 
the plaza, encouraging people to linger. 
They take pictures of it to capture a special 
moment as a reminder of their stay in 
Zandvoort”, she continues. 

Several slightly elevated green islands 
provide for a high quality of stay and a 
feel-good atmosphere. Planted with shrubs 
and black pines, they invite visitors to linger
with stepped granite borders and seats 
made of jatoba wood. 

The successful fusion of past and present is 
also expressed along the pedestrian path 
“Koper Passerel”: Historical pictures were 
placed here that capture the 100-year-old 
tradition of bathing culture at Zandvoort. 

The upgrading of the existing local area 
and the clear structuring of the space 
between the train station and the beach are 
also economically stimulating, bringing life 
to the exposed coastal location with hotels 
and a wide range of gastronomical, retail 
and wellness off ers.

The lighting concept with ARINI luminaires
from Hess also fi ts into the series of 
carefully selected and identity-enhancing 
design highlights. 

“The upgrading of the station 
environment is to contribute 
to a good fi rst impression of 

Zandvoort.”

23.22



Hess – Referenzbericht
Lightletter Q4|17

www.hess.eu/arini

Hess – Zandvoort (NL) | Reference project

Lighting concept

Impressive lighting solution with expressive 
ARINI luminaires from Hess

ARINI: Design and multifunctionality    

For plaza and footpath lighting, the planners 
favoured a lighting system that meets both 
high design requirements and simultaneously
satisfi es various lighting requirements at 
diff erent locations. 

Pole variants chosen specifi cally for the 
location 

Especially for illuminating the station 
forecourt, taller masts with several light 
units of varying heights were required. 

“The main idea of the lighting concept is 
to emphasize central elements such as the 
sandcastle in the middle of the plaza and 
the individual groups of trees with targeted
lighting while at the same time ensuring 
homogeneous illumination of the entire 
surface of the plaza”, explains the designer.  

Four 10.7-metre-high, tapered ARINI poles
(version ARINI N) with four diff erently 
positioned ARINI heads were installed to 
meet these requirements. 

The light system impressed with its 
expressive design, the diversity in terms 
of the height and shape of the design 
poles and the variable number of ARINI heads 
to be mounted.

Thanks to their attractive appearance, 
the ARINI luminaires contribute a visual 
highlight during the daytime – and provide 
a unique lighting atmosphere during the 
evening and night hours. 

In addition, due to their multifunctio-
nality, the ARINI is a luminaire system
that is already prepared for the 
demands of the future today.

“Because of its exceptional design and the 
versatile mast variants, we chose the ARINI 
line from Hess. Particularly attractive is the 
possibility to supplement the lighting with 
additional functions such as speakers, 
cameras and WLAN”, says Lisan van der 
Wielen.

The focus is currently on the lighting. The 
ARINI luminaires were equipped with LED 
modules in light colour 3000K as well as 
a previously inactivated DALI interface for 
automatic lighting control.

“Because of its exceptional design and 
the versatile pole variants, we chose the 

ARINI line from Hess.”

WLAN

Speaker

Security

Projection

The multifunctional lighting system ARINI, off ers 
  a variety of additional functions in addition to light. 

...while simultaneously accentuating the essential design elements such as the sandcastle. Four ARINI heads, with varied arrangement, illuminate the surface of the plaza…
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Designers and participants
Builder: Municipality of Zandvoort 
Project partner:  Province of North Holland, ProRail, 
Dutch Railways NS, installation company Ko Hartog, 
construction company Van der Veekens
Landscape design: MTD landscape architects 
Illumination: Industrielicht 
Luminaires: ARINI by Hess 
Photos: Hess / Albert Brunsting, 
MTD Landschaftsarchitekten

Sea air-resistant paint protects against the 
weather  

Due to the coastal location, a pronounced 
maritime climate with a high content of sea 
salt in the air prevails in Zandvoort. “The 
sea breeze would severely damage ordinary 
paintwork, so the ARINI lights come with a 
paint fi nish resistant to sea air”, says van der 
Wielen. 

The special coating in the colour “Diamond
Soft-Glimmer Graphite-Dark” reliably 
protects against the weather and gives 
the distinctive luminaires an appearance 
that is always attractive and high quality. 

The ARINI lighting system — explore it on 
our website or on your iPad. 

Immerse yourself in the ARINI world with 
our Mood-Finder and experience light, 
multifunctionality and design in an 
impressive way. 

The Mood-Finder is also available in the 
App-Store and is compatible with all iPads 
starting from version iOS 8.0. 

Download it now to interactively discover 
what ARINI has to off er. 

ARINI – START THE EVOLUTION.

The whole ARINI world – on the 
website and on your iPad!

The paint, resistant to sea air, protects the lights from salty air in particular.

The pedestrian walkway, Koper Passerel, is illuminated homogeneously by 7.70-meter-high ARINI luminaires with three 
luminaire heads. 

A special version is the ARINI G masts along the carparks with modifi ed bending radius and attached top spike.

Other requirements are met by the four 
ARINI poles on the ‚Koper Passerel‘: 
Equipped with a pole height of 7.70 meters 
and three luminaire heads, they ensure a 
consistently high illumination quality with 
rotationally symmetrical light distribution 
on the pedestrian walkway. 

Another 13 curved ARINI poles (variant 
ARINI G) in a special version, with a height 
of 7 meters and two heads, evenly illuminate
the carparks and pavements around the 
station building. What makes them unique: 
The bending radius of the masts, as well 
as the top spike, are project-specifi c 
adaptations.  

“Thanks to the many design possibilities, we were able to 
design and equip the required ARINI poles to fi t exactly.”

Lisan van der Wielen 
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Reference: Sorpetalsperre Uferpromenade, Sundern (GER)

Hess – Enhancing urban spaces
Hess is your partner when it comes to the 
appealing design of outdoor urban areas. The 
broad portfolio of exterior lighting fi xtures
is supplemented by high-quality site 
furnishings in a unique, Hess-typical design.

Integrated concepts and customised made-
to-order solutions can be implemented across 
urban and outdoor spaces in line with our 
slogan “Enhancing urban spaces”.

With our illuminating bollards, barrier 
bollards as well as power and water bollards, 
we off er a widely diversifi ed selection for 
lighting, marking, safety and supply in urban 
environments. 
 

The supply of exterior spaces with water 
and also, in particular with electricity, is 
becoming more and more important – whether 
at market places or parks, on access roads or 
in exterior spaces in industrial environments, 
such as inner courtyards and green open 
spaces.

The COR-TEN eff ect fi nish is another highlight 
we can off er our customers: With this eff ect 

fi nish, we can replicate the characteristic 
patina of weather-proof structural steel. 

This lends our power and water bollards 
an unrivalled look and feel.

 
Place highlights in your exterior 

spaces – we can assist you! 

A special treat:

Wherever life takes place, either during 
leisure time or at work, a supply of 
electricity is immensely important – 
whether for a market stand, a music system, 
a laptop, a tablet, and so on and so forth.

www.hess.eu/en/Produkte/Produkte_Stadtmobiliar/Versorgungspoller/

Our power and water bollards are especially
designed for such requirements. And thanks 
to their understated design they can blend 
into any surroundings. 

Well supplied with water or electricity: The water and power supply bollards MORANO (pictured above) and TOLEDO (pictured below) off er various standard fi ttings.
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The twin city Villingen-Schwenningen 
launched a special future-oriented project 
in September 2017.  The city will be the fi rst 
of its size in Germany, to have its outdoor 
lighting comprehensively converted to LED 
technology within two years. By the end 
of 2019, all 13,400 street luminaires in the 
city and its associated districts should 
be equipped with energy-effi  cient LED 
technology. 

Already in 2010 the city made a name for 
itself nationally, when it commissioned 

the fi rst LED test area for street lighting 

Leading role in Germany through comprehensive conversion to LED technology

After the municipal council had given the 
green light for the project and the grant 
notifi cation had been received from the 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, the 
European-wide invitation to tender for the 
project began. 

Hess GmbH Licht + Form won this call for 
tender. The premium manufacturer of 
design-oriented outdoor luminaires 
and high-quality site furnishings will 
manufacture and supply all luminaire 
heads for the innovative LED conversion. 

Sales manager, Jürgen Duff ner, is extremely 
satisfi ed that Hess won the call for tender 
and was awarded the contract. It is the 
largest individual contract, in Germany, 
in the history of the company. “It is really 
wonderful that we can be part of this 
future-oriented project and that the city 
and the public utilities company are relying 
on quality from Hess,” says Duff ner.

City will benefi t from enormous savings in 
the future 

Five years after the complete LED conversion, 
the entire conversion costs will have been 
amortized due to the high effi  ciency of the 
lighting and the associated energy savings. 
At present, the energy costs for the city of 
Villingen-Schwenningen amount to one 
million euros a year; in the future they 
will only amount to 300,000 euros.

70 percent less energy and 70 
percent fewer CO2 emissions  

The energy consumption 
of the highly modern street 
luminaires will be reduced each year 
by around 70 percent, and CO2 emissions 
will be decreased to the same extent. “In the 
future, the street luminaires will be dimmed 
automatically and depending on the traffi  c 
situation,” says SVS managing director, 
Ulrich Köngeter, to summarize key aspects 
of the new lighting. 

On main roads and pedestrian crossings 
for example, all luminaires will shine with 
stronger intensity, to increase citizens‘ 
orientation and sense of security. Whereas 
in residential streets, including pavements, 

Villingen-Schwenningen converts to LED 

Stadtwerke Villingen-Schwenningen and 
Hess: strong cooperation partners 

The lighting experts of the Stadtwerke 
Villingen-Schwenningen GmbH (SVS) 
developed the LED concept for Villingen-
Schwenningen under the direction of 
Kai-Uwe Huonker and project manager 
Wolfgang Scharlawski. Since 1972, the 
SVS has been in charge of the operational 
management of street lighting in the twin 
city centres, and is very familiar with the 
existing luminaries and their technology. 

The managing director of the SVS, Ulrich
Köngeter, explains: “One of our core 
competencies is street lighting. For the past 
eleven years, we‘ve been testing LED systems 
on our premises, in order to further optimise
energy consumption. Therefore, we are 
naturally very happy that we could plan this 
signifi cant large-scale project in our home 
city and can now implement it.”

First Mayor Detlev Bührer, Senior Mayor Dr. Rupert Kubon and Hess GmbH Sales Director Jürgen Duff ner are pleased about the complete conversion to energy-effi  cient LED technology.

Shapely and effi  cient –
luminaire by Hess.

From left to right: Hess Field Sales Representative Thorsten Kessler, Hess Sales Director Jürgen Duff ner, First Mayor 
Detlev Bührer, SVS Managing Director Ulrich Köngeter, SVS Head of Energy Services Kai-Uwe Huonker and Senior Mayor 
Dr. Rupert Kubon at the start of the project.

Thanks to the LED conversion, the twin city is benefi ting 
from extensive savings on electricity costs.

the luminosity will be decreased through 
which large savings will be achieved. On 
connecting routes another intelligent 
control technology will be used. Highly-
sensitive sensors will activate and control 
the lighting depending on pedestrian traffi  c. 

To achieve optimal effi  ciency, the light colour 
is set to 4000K and increased to 5000K at 
pedestrian crossings.

under real conditions – and was awarded 
the European Union Greenlight-Award for its 
contribution to saving energy and reducing 
CO2 emissions. 

These endeavours were also pursued in the 
sphere of public urban lighting. “Together 
with the SVS (Stadtwerke Villingen-Schwen-
ningen GmbH), the city has continuously 
brought public lighting up to the state of 
the art,” says mayor Dr. Rupert Kubon. 
 

.30 31



Hess – Referenzbericht
Lightletter Q4|17

www.svs-energie.de

Hess – Products and News | Kai-Uwe Huonker (SVS) – Interview

You are currently converting Villingen-Schwen-ningen completely to LED – with around 13,400 light sources. Is this a big project for you? Defi nitely – the biggest project we’ve implemented so far. According to the BMU, it is the largest project in Germany in relation to the fact that it will be implemented within just two years. We are relying on three luminaire models – all from Hess. This ensures a uniform cityscape and saves costs in future. 

How many luminaires can you retrofi t per day and what is the current status?  We convert between 25 and 30 luminaires a day with one team. At times, we work with three to four teams per day, allowing us to do a large number of installations and make very fast progress. How satisfi ed are you with how things are going?

I’m very satisfi ed. The timely delivery of luminaires by Hess is working great. And we are also more than satisfi ed with the results – the outstanding quality of the light. You of course make calculations in advance – but experiencing the results yourself and seeing how well the illumination has turned out is something completely diff erent. The quality of the right partner – that is, the luminaire manufacturer – is refl ected here as well. 

The Stadtwerke Villingen-Schwenningen GmbH 
(SVS) has specialised in street lighting for 
many years. It is currently implementing what 
the BMU (German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment) has determined, to be the 
largest LED conversion project in Germany.
 
We spoke to Kai-Uwe Huonker, Head of 
Energy Services at the SVS, about street 
lighting in general as well as the current 
project in Villingen-Schwenningen.

That means you are also implementing street 
lighting projects for other cities and municipal 
utilities. What advantages do they have due 
to this? 

In 2006, we had our fi rst LED test area on 
our premises. In 2010 – with luminaires 
from Hess – we were able to put into operation
the fi rst real test area in the grid in 
Schwenningen. In this respect, other cities 
and municipal utilities benefi t from the 
experiences we had and also the mistakes 
that we made. We can make valuable 
contributions.  

We develop concepts for cities and public 
utility companies that are self-contained and 
also off er individual components – from data 
collection to concept development through to 
handling the entire construction process. At 
the end of the day, we hand over a fi nished and 
complete system to the cities or public utility 
companies. 

For which cities or public utility companies were or are you already active?  We have implemented large projects for the cities of Singen, Alzey and Wiesloch. We are currently working for Sachsenheim (population of roughly 18,000), Aldin-gen (population of roughly 8000) and Wildberg (popu-lation of roughly 10,000).  Are the lighting concepts similar or are diff erent priorities set?Every lighting concept is customised! In each project, we determine the needs – and they diff er completely from one project to the next. There are also very specifi c requirements – regarding the luminaires that are worthy of being preserved, for example – or areas that are used for smart illumination. One thing is usually the same, however: The optimal use of energy savings. Here it is important to fully exploit the entire potential.Due to diff erent applications and requirements, we develop custom concepts, as previously mentioned. 

Thüga AG (the largest association of municipal energy and water utility company in Germany) holds a 30% stake in SVS. How do you benefi t from this?  Thüga is not a pure equity investment. Rather,advisory services are off ered throughout the utility sector, such as legal resourcesor benchmarking on a variety of topics. There is also a working group explicitly for street lighting, to which we also belong. This results in exchange of experience on a regular basis. The network thrives on this mutual exchange. Thüga is a very important partner for us, going far beyond joint materialprocurement. How do you see further development in terms of lighting and the street lighting grid?   In the meantime, LEDs have made many wishes a reality in regard to the quality and longevity of lighting. For the future, I think a lot will be happening in terms of the street lighting grid and the equipment. This could range from traffi  c control plans to traffi  c guidance through to autonomous driving and fi ne particulate matter measurements. These topics will surely be addressed and pursued using the existing street lighting grid. This will defi nitely become a separate business fi eld. E-mobility will also be enabled to a limited extent by the street lighting grid. Limited because, due to the cross-section of the grid, the necessary high energy transferwill not be possible. But it will also play a role in niche areas. Everyone is already talking about WLAN and hotspot connections. In addition, topics relevant to security are becoming increasingly important, which can be addressed by cameras integrated in the lighting system. Here I see a need at focal points such as train stations and pub miles. I am thus strengthened in my conviction that the future will be associated with many exciting and useful options that we will integrate into lighting systems.     Thank you, Mr Huonker.

Kai-Uwe Huonker in conversation with Jürgen Duff ner (Hess, Sales Director DACH).

Street Lighting and LED Conversion in 
Villingen-Schwenningen 

As a regional power utility company, SVS 
has extensive expertise in the fi eld of street 
lighting. Since when is this one of your areas 
of focus and why?  

We have been intensively involved in street 
lighting since the founding of the Stadtwerke 
Villingen-Schwenningen GmbH in 1972. It 
has always been important for us to off er 
operations management regionally. As part of 
the LED rollout in 2011 in the Federal Ministry
of Education and Research competition 
“Municipalities” in New Light’, in which an 
inter-municipality project was launched, we 
had the opportunity to carry out various LED 
projects. 

This allowed us to gain extensive experience 
in the area of LEDs, which we later were 
able to put to use in our work with other 
municipalities. This gave birth to the idea 
of developing an independent business 
fi eld – and of becoming active outside of 
our business area. 

Kai-Uwe Huonker (SVS) on

Modularly structured off er of SVS for implementation of a 
lighting project.

Project idea

Project 
approval

Data collection

Concept creation

Municipal council 
decision

Funding appli-
cation and tender

Installation
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www.richardmeier.com
Bernhard Karpf

www.kcap.eu
Ute Schneider

www.all-worldwide.com
Will Alsop

www.rha-architekten.de
Christa Reicher

www.wulfarchitekten.com
Tobias Wulf

www.petzinka-architekt.de
Prof. Karl-Heinz Petzinka

Architects, not Architecture | Review Stuttgart 01 (October 2017) Review Dusseldorf 03 (November 2017)

At the premiere of “Architects, not Archi-
tecture” on October 10th, 2017 in Stuttgart, 
high-ranking guests enthused: Tobias Wulf 
(Founder and Managing Partner Wulf Archi-
tects, Stuttgart), Ute Schneider (Partner at 
KCAP Architects & Planners, Zurich) and Bern-
hard Karpf (Partner at Richard Meier & Part-
ners Architects, New York / Los Angeles) came 
to the Theaterhaus at the invitation of initiator 
Fermín Tribaldos. The guests experienced a 
very interesting evening.

For the third time, “Architects, not Architec-
ture” took place in Düsseldorf. At Tanzhaus 
NRW on 9th November 2017, three renowned 
architects, namely Christa Reicher (rha 
Architects, Aachen/Dortmund/Vianden), Will 
Alsop (aLL Design, London) and Karl-Heinz 
Petzinka (Petzinka Architekt, Dusseldorf, and 
Rector of the Art Academy Dusseldorf) gave 
the audience the opportunity to learn about 
their careers in an entertaining way.

Top architects provide insights behind the 
façade

The guest speakers talked about themselves 
as individuals in exciting lectures and spoke 
about their careers, motivations and personal 
milestones.

The fi nal get-together gave the participants 
the opportunity to talk to each other and make 
valuable contacts.

The human side of the architects

True to the motto of the event, human beings 
and not the architectural works were in the 
foreground of the lectures. The top architects
provided a great deal of biographical 
information and talked about special 
events and important key moments in their 
professional lives.

At the end of the exciting evening, the visitors 
gathered for a cozy get-together to exchange 
ideas and expand their networks.

Dusseldorf 03 
A complete success 

Stuttgart 01 
A look back 
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www.botta.ch
Mario Botta 

www.maxdudler.de
Max Dudler 

www.ludloffludloff.de
Laura Fogarasi-Ludloff 

www.odiledecq.com
Odile Decq

www.zaha-hadid.com
Patrik Schumacher

www.fuksas.com
Massimiliano Fuksas

Architects, not Architecture | Review Hamburg 06 (November 2017)

The sixth event of “Architects, not Architec-
ture” took place on 23 November 2017 in the 
Miralles Hall of the State Youth Music School 
in Hamburg. 

During the evening, three internationally 
renowned top architects fascinated the  
audience with refreshing lectures about their 
lives: Odile Decq (Studio Odile Decq, Paris), 
Patrik Schumacher (Zaha Hadid Architects, 
London) and Massimiliano Fuksas (Studio  
Fuksas, Rom/Paris/Shenzhen, China).

Hamburg 06 
Insight behind the curtain

On 29 November 2017, the architects event 
stopped off at the Atze Music Theatre in Berlin 
for the second time. 

The well-known architects reported on  
formative lessons and experiences: Max  
Dudler (Max Dudler, Berlin/Frankfurt/Zurich), 
Mario Botta (Mario Botta Architetti,  
Mendrisio) and Laura Fogarasi-Ludloff  
(Ludloff+Ludloff, Berlin). 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
warmly thank the speakers and visitors and 
look forward to actively supporting the event 
series starting in the second half of 2018! 

Berlin 02 
Swiss charm on stage

Review Berlin 02 (November 2017)
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www.facebook.com/hessgmbhlichtundform/

www.instagram.com/hessgmbhlichtundform/

Hess – Products and News | Hess on Facebook and Instagram

www.hess.eu/de/Produkte/Architekturlicht_GRIVEN/

From now on, Hess is also to be 
found on Facebook and Instagram  
The Facebook and Instagram networks are 
among the most well-known and well-used 
social media channels worldwide. For several 
days now, we have been represented on both 
platforms with our own company profi le. 

Hess has already been communicating via 
Twitter, XING and LinkedIn for a long time. 
And now, with the new multimedia presence
on Facebook and on the media-sharing-
community Instagram, we are signifi cantly
expanding our social media activities in 
order to become even more accessible to 
our target groups.  

Use our hashtag  

and learn more about Hess and our product 
and solution portfolio – from new products to 
fi nished projects as well as events, exciting 
interviews and news from the sector.

We appreciate your interest in our company 
and hope you enjoy visiting us on our social 
media platforms.

See you!

#hessgmbhlichtundform

„Architectural 
lighting“ 
Light plays an increasingly important role as 
a design element, going beyond the simple
function of lighting. A clever use of light 
transforms façades into works of art and 
special architectural details and plants into 
attractive highlights.

Light in architecture par excellence 

Our Italian affi  liated company GRIVEN off ers an 
impressive product and solution portfolio for 
sophisticated architectural lighting concepts.

In Germany, GRIVEN products are distributed 
via Hess. The wide selection of GRIVEN LED 
spotlights, for surface mounting and fl oor 
installation, can now be found on our German-
language website. 

That‘s the reason we have added the 
“Architekturlicht” menu item in the “Products” 
section: 

We have also added selected references. 

Be inspired!

We are happy to advise you: 

Contact and consultation in Germany

Hess GmbH Licht + Form

Oliver Gerwin
Business Development Manager

Phone: +49 (0) 77 21/920 466
E-Mail: oliver.gerwin@hess.eu

Contact and international consultation

GRIVEN S.r.l.

Via Bulgaria 16, 
46042 Castel Goff redo (MN), Italien 

Tel. +39 (0) 376 779 483
E-Mail: sales@griven.com

New on our Website:
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GRIVEN – the specialist 
for architectural lighting 
solutions  
Our Italian affi  liated company GRIVEN has 
established itself as one of the leading 
development and manufacturing companies 
in the architectural lighting market 
worldwide – especially in the high-power 
segment. Distribution of the GRIVEN portfolio 
is handled by Hess within the German market.

The range of spectacular lighting eff ects that 
GRIVEN’s innovative product and solution 
portfolio makes possible, as well as the know-
how of GRIVEN are demonstrated by these 
selected project examples.

www.hess.eu/griven

The XXIII Olympic Winter Games will be held 
from 9 to 25 February 2018 in PyeongChang, 
Republic of Korea after 30 years from the 
Seoul Olympic Games of 1988. 

Located in Gangneung Olympic Park, 
Gangneung Ice Arena is one of the six 
newly-built venues for PyeongChang 2018. 

South Korea – Getting 
colourfully ready for the 
Olympics 2018
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It will host the fi gure skating and short track 
speed skating events and will then remain 
as a permanent legacy facility for local 
recreational use after the games’ conclusion. 

In order to further enhance the design and 
features of the ice arena by night, an energy 
saving environmentally-friendly LED lighting 
system has already been installed and fully 
tested at the arena. 

36 units of Powershine MK2 D in RGBW 
colour confi guration with elliptical optics 
have been mounted in couples on very high 
poles located all around the arena at a 
prefi xed distance from each other. 

The powerful units allow a perfect and even 
distribution of a bright intense light on the 
whole perimetral surface of the ice arena, 
which now stands out whether in uniform 
monochromatic shades or in a seamlessly 
fading rainbow chasing colour eff ect. 

GRIVEN is proud to give their contribution to 
the success of this event as they did on the 
occasion of 2014 Sochi Winter Olympic 
Games, where they had the occasion to 
illuminate, with the help of over 1700 LED 

lighting fi xtures, two signifi cant buildings 
within the Olympic Park area: Hercules Hotel 
Complex and the Main Media Centre. 

Set up in pairs around the sports hall, the lighting units 
ensure a perfect result.

The powerful spotlights ensure even light distribution on 
the façade.

The RGBW confi guration of the LED spotlights creates an eff ective play of colours during the evening and night hours. Cleverly staged: Already during the Olympic Games 2014 in Sochi, more than 1700 LED luminaires from GRIVEN illuminated a selection of buildings in the Olympic Park.
43.42



Nordeon Group – Lamp Lighting

seit 1898

Lightletter Q4|17Nordeon Group

Countries with own sales = blue Countries with sales partner = greyProductionHeadquarters

OUTDOORARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING INDOOR

Eventful, top-class talks and presentations, 
numerous activities on the topic of light, 
plus an accompanying exhibition with 76 
manufacturers. 

All of this was on off er at the sixth Professional 
Lighting Design Convention (PLDC) from 1st - 
4th November 2017 in Paris. The PLDC is one 
of the most important specialist conferences 
in the lighting sector. 

In total, 2165 lighting experts and lighting 
designers from 72 countries visited the 
conference which takes place every two 
years. The enthusiastic response made it 
obvious how important the PLDC is for 
the specialist audience, for exchanging 
interdisciplinary ideas, developing one‘s
knowledge and for socialising with 
international partners.

The Nordeon Group complemented this off er 
with its global presence and its know-how in 
light technology applications, technologies, 
design and specifi cations. 

With its brands Griven, Hess, Vulkan, Lamp 
Lighting, Schmitz, WILA and Nordeon, the 
Nordeon Group can meet all of its customer
demands.

Whether for architectural lighting,
indoor lighting or outdoor lighting; whether 
for industrial, commercial, or offi  ce /
administration purposes, for the hotel 
industry, public spaces, buildings or close
to buildings – the collective know-how 
regarding applications, technology, design, 
specifi cations and adaptation makes the 
Nordeon Group a true full-service partner 
for lighting professionals – and that 
worldwide.  

Nordeon Group at 
the PLDC in Paris 

www.nordeon-group.com

With GRIVEN, Lamp Lighting, WILA and Hess, 
four strong brands of the Nordeon Group were 
represented at the convention and displayed 
versatile potential solutions and application
possibilities, in the areas of architectural 
light and in exterior and interior lighting.  

At the joint stand, a particularly special treat 
awaited the visitors: freshly baked waffl  es on 
sticks, which very soon, everyone was eating 
and talking about. 

At the joint booth, Lamp Lighting, WILA, Hess and GRIVEN presented their versatile portfolio of products and solutions.

Highlights of the PLDC included the high-calibre presentations and lectures on the subject of light.
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The organiser of the free event is “Artichoke”, 
one of England’s leading creative companies, 
which already made a name for itself in 2009 
with the fi rst edition of Lumiere in the city of 
Durham. 

Since then, the artful light show has been 
held every two years in Durham and has also 
been stopping off  in other cities of the United 
Kingdom in the meantime. 

From the 31 January to 4 February 2018, it’s all 
about light in the Belgian city of Ghent, with 
the historic city centre and the art district 
becoming the stage for the Festival of Light. 

It features spectacular façade illuminations, 
lighting installations, light projections and 
video mappings of well-known international 
artists, which can be viewed daily from 7 pm 
to midnight on a circuit tour during the festival 
period. 

The triennial event attracted some 
640,000 visitors in 2015. In addition to the 
illumination highlights, the focus of the 
event will be on the internationally 
acclaimed Ghent lighting plan. 

It was developed in 1988 by light artists 
and designers specifi cally for the city of 
Ghent, with the most important monuments, 
buildings, traffi  c arteries, commercial streets, 
parks, and squares being emphasized with 
unique, eye-catching light accents. 

Ghent Festival of Light (BE) 

Lumiere London (UK) URBAN FUTURE global 
conference, Wien (AT)
Europe’s largest conference on sustainable 
cities, the “URBAN FUTURE global conference”
(UFGC), will be coming to Vienna for the 
fi rst time from 28 February to 2 March 2018, 
bringing around 3000 of the most dedicated 
‘CityChangers’ from 50 countries and 400 
cities to the capital of Austria. 

For the fi rst time, the city of Vienna is acting 
as a partner and host city for the UFGC, with 
a focus on the four key topics of mobility, 
urban planning, communication and resource 
conservation.

Bigger, brighter, fancier – England’s largest 
outdoor lighting festival is coming to London 
for the second time from 18 to 21 January 2018, 
transforming the city into a unique backdrop 
for nocturnal art. 

After the overwhelming success of the event of 
the same name in 2016 with over one million 
visitors, this time more than 40 artists from 
all over the world will be bathing buildings 
and squares north and south of the Thames 
in attractive light. 

www.urban-future.org

www.visitlondon.com/lumiere

visit.gent.be/de/event-lichtfesti-
val-gent

“Most cities have people who are very 
committed to taking action for a sustainable 
future. However, many fi nd that the change
processes are too slow. This is exactly 
where UFGC comes in, off ering a platform 
for sharing ideas and experiences. The 
participants benefi t from the “lessons 
learned” training off ered by the CityChangers, 
making it possible for them to avoid making 
the same mistakes elsewhere in their own 
cities,” says Gerald Babel-Sutter, founder, 
CEO and Program Director of the URBAN 
FUTURE global conference.

Vienna leads by example: Since 2014, 
the city has been pursuing the Smart City 
framework strategy, including social issues 
as well as technical and ecological aspects. 
This approach has helped Vienna repeatedly 
rank at the very top in numerous international  
quality-of-life surveys.

The fair was launched in 2014 and will take 
place annually in diff erent European cities 
starting in 2018. 

With the Urban Future global conference, founder Gerald Baber-Sutter launched Europe’s largest conference on 
sustainable cities.
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Revealing expert interviews, news from Hess 
and selected references – our Lightletter 
issues have accompanied you with these 
and other topics throughout the year.

We want to review our project highlights 
and show you attractive lighting and design 
solutions.
 
Be inspired by our look back.

Prof. Tobias Wallisser 

about the importance 

of outdoor areas

EXPERT INTERVIEW

Prof. Hinnerk Wehberg and Wolfgang Betz 

about urban public spacesProf. Hinnerk Wehberg and Wolfgang Betz EXPERT INTERVIEW
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Redesign with modern bike and skate park    

After extensive renovations, Bielefeld’s  

largest urban square is shining in new  

splendour with a total area of about two  

hectares: The former car park and bus station, 

on which a skate park opened already in the 

1990s, presents itself today as an attractive 

town square with a high proportion of green 

areas and a variety of possible usages. 

Kesselbrink Bielefeld: 

Multifunctional square with character

Effect lighting for the square, uniform lighting for the walkways: With the individually  

configurable CITY ELEMENTS lighting column from Hess the planners could perfectly  

implement the sophisticated lighting concept for the Kesselbrink.

The absolute highlight is the modern bike and 

skate park, which emerged from the existing 

facility. With a total area of 3,200 square  

meters, it is one of the largest urban skate 

parks in Germany.  

Hess – Kesselbrink Bielefeld (GER) | Reference project

17.16
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Hess – Darling Harbour in Sydney (AU) | Reference project

Darling Harbour, a cultural and recreational 

district in Sydney, is just a stone’s throw 

from the metropolitan city centre and offers a  

variety of leisure and entertainment  

facilities, including hotels, restaurants,  

cafés, shopping centres, museums and  

attractive open spaces. 

With the newly erected convention and event 

centre ICC along Darling Harbour Boulevard, 

the district is set to become a world-class 

event venue and the cultural heart of Sydney. 

Local benchmarks are being set with the 

largest multifunctional and smart outdoor 

lighting system in Australia – with specially 

manufactured and multifunctional CITY  

ELEMENTS 230 illuminating columns from 

Hess.

New hotspot in Sydney (AU): 

Darling Harbour 

19.18
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Hess – Maankwartier Heerlen (NL) | Reference project

History as the starting point of urban  

development 

Bridge between the past and the future

   
White buildings, arched arcades, loggias 

and passageways, inviting squares and  

unusual works of art: Designed by the artist 

Michel Huisman, the Maankwartier district 

is a tribute to the past of the city of Heerlen, 

located in the Dutch province of Limburg. 

The design influences range from the  

dominant mining industry, from the late  

19th century to the 1970s, in the immediate 

vicinity of the railway station to the Roman 

beginnings of the city. 

They are expressed, among other things, 

in distinctive arched windows, doors and  

gates of residential and commercial buildings, 

which resemble factory buildings and give 

the newly designed quarter a distinctive  

character.

Maankwartier – Heerlen’s (NL) 

new attraction 
The new Maankwartier in Heerlen, which is currently being developed and has already 

partially been constructed, is one of the largest regional infrastructure projects in the 

Netherlands of the past 5 years. 

Its attractive design ties in with formative periods of the city’s history in a unique way 

with a successful blend of art and architecture and a specially designed luminaire based 

on the Hess VILLAGE model.
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Hess – Zandvoort (NL) | Reference project

Picturesquely located on the Dutch west 

coast, the municipality of Zandvoort aan Zee 

(North Holland) is referred to by everyone as 

„Amsterdam Beach“ – a nickname that alludes 

to the beautiful white sandy beach as well as 

the metropolis of Amsterdam, which is just 

half an hour away and can be easily reached 

by rail. 

The Netherlands‘ oldest seaside resort is  

extremely popular with visitors and families 

throughout the year, especially those from  

the capital region. Many travel by train and 

spend their holidays or short breaks on the 

extensive North Sea beach, which is only 200 

meters from the train station. 

In order to make the stay for passengers  

arriving by train a very special experience 

from the very beginning, the municipality has 

recently begun to redesign, landscape and 

illuminate the route between the station and 

the beach. Attractive ARINI luminaires from 

Hess, in different designs, ensure sensational 

accents both by day and night. 

Zandvoort (NL): Bathing paradise 

at the gates of Amsterdam   

21.20

www.hess.eu/ll02

www.hess.eu/ll05

www.hess.eu/ll08

www.hess.eu/ll11

Prof. Eckhard Gerber: 

Outdoor space in the 

Context of Architecture

EXPERT INTERVIEW

Michael Frey: 

The exterior of modern 

work and production facilities

EXPERT INTERVIEW
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Kesselbrink Bielefeld (GER)
Effect lighting for the square, uniform lighting for the walkways: With the individually  
configurable CITY ELEMENTS lighting column from Hess the planners could perfectly  
implement the sophisticated lighting concept for the Kesselbrink.

Annual Review 2017 | Q1 – Kesselbrink Bielefeld (GER)

Designers and participants
Client: City of Bielefeld
Space planning: Lützow 7 C.Müller J.Wehberg Landscape Architects, Berlin, in the ARGE Passepartout consortium 
with Léon Wohlhage Wernik Architects, Berlin, SchüßlerPlan Engineers, Düsseldorf, for architecture and structural 
engineering, ifw Wassertechnik, Berlin, for the water feature
Collaboration on the bike and skate park: DSGN concepts, Münster, Benjamin Kopp 
Luminaires: CITY ELEMENTS 230 in various designs 
Photos: Bielefeld Marketing GmbH
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Designers and participants 
Client: Municipality of Heerlen
Project partners: Housing foundation Weller, Development company Jongen, Dutch Railways, Industrielicht BV 
Luminaires: Hess VILLAGE – Special model with gold-coloured perforated plate
Photos: Weller/Marcel van Hoof

The new Maankwartier in Heerlen, which is currently being developed and has already 
partially been constructed, is one of the largest regional infrastructure projects in the 
Netherlands of the past 5 years. 

Its attractive design ties in with formative periods of the city’s history in a unique way 
with a successful blend of art and architecture and a specially designed luminaire based 
on the Hess VILLAGE model.

Maankwartier Heerlen (NL)

Annual Review 2017 | Q2 – Maankwartier Heerlen (NL)
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Planners and participants:
Client: Darling Harbour Live Consortium 
ICC design and exterior design: Joint venture between the architectural offices of Populous and Hassell 
Project partners: A NSW Government project, ICC Sydney was delivered in partnership with Darling Harbour Live,  
comprising Lendlease, Hostplus, First State Super, Capella Capital, AEG Ogden and Spotless FM, Form and Light Pty Ltd
Developer: Lendlease
Additional project partners: Large-scale installer Stowe, electric wholesaler Pulvin Composite 
Lighting concept: Lendlease in cooperation with the architectural office Hassell
Luminaires: Special edition CITY ELEMENTS 230 
Photos: Robert Walsh

Darling Harbour, a cultural and recreational district in Sydney, is just a stone’s throw from the 
metropolitan city centre and offers a variety of leisure and entertainment facilities, including 
hotels, restaurants, cafés, shopping centres, museums and attractive open spaces. 

With the newly erected convention and event centre ICC along Darling Harbour Boulevard, the 
district is set to become a world-class event venue and the cultural heart of Sydney. 

Darling Harbour Sydney (AU)
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